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Kindling Flames 
 

Singing the Lord’s Song in a Strange Land 

I am sure that we are all aware of the strangeness of our current situation, not least 

because the media keep reminding us that we are living in strange and unusual times.  

We are unused to having our movements and activities so regulated by the Government 

and, if we are venturing out and about, the quietness of the roads and the emptiness of 

the shops remind us that we are living in a very different way.  We have become 

accustomed to our freedom of movement and our freedom to worship, and we only really 

appreciate that now that it is taken away from us. 

The title above is a reference to Psalm 137.  It is a psalm that was written whilst the 

Israelites were in Exile in Babylon, and is a lament for all that they are missing.  Towards 

the end of the psalm, the writer describes how they are asked by their Babylonian 

neighbours to sing some of their religious songs, but 

instead of singing they reply “We hang our harps on 

the willows, how can we sing the Lord’s song in a 

strange land?”  I don’t want to say that we are in exile, 

for we are not, we are still in our homes surrounded 

by beloved things, but there may be a temptation for 

us to say “We cannot worship, we cannot be a 

community if we cannot go to church” and thereby 

hang our harps on the willows.   

We CAN and we WILL continue to be a community, in new and different ways.  We can 

telephone, email, WhatsApp, or Skype one another, and find ways to connect with one 

another we wouldn’t usually try.  My sister and I have discovered WhatsApp and I have 

just been surprised by a Skype call from my parents who have taught themselves how to 

use it.  They are very pleased with themselves!   So, we can keep in touch, and learn new 

ways to do this.  This newsletter is designed to connect people and to share ideas for 

helping to pass the time and even jokes!   

We CAN and we WILL continue to worship together spiritually even if we can’t do it 

physically.  Each week worship material will be available that can be used at home.  We 

could all agree that at the normal start time of our local church, we will sit down and read 

through the act of worship, and pray.  Or you may want to commit with a group of friends 

to sitting and watching a particular television programme such as Songs of Praise, so that 
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you know that at that moment you are participating in a form of worship together.  Our 

household is sitting down to pray at 7pm each evening.  We light a candle and put it in the 

window to shine God’s light out into the world, and let our neighbours know that we are 

praying for them.  Several of our Facebook friends have said that they will join with us in 

that and the liturgy is available as a free download from the website.  Another idea is to 

create a rainbow using paint, crayons or the computer and display it in your window to 

show that we are standing together in prayer at this time. 

So, let us not ‘hang our harps on the willows’ but continue to sing of the love and care of 

God, even in these strange times.   

 

 

Suggestions for Passing the Time 

1) How many unfinished projects do you have?  Make a list of those you intend to get 

finished whilst you have all this spare time on your hands!  How many can you get 

ticked off before next week?  

 

Val has made a start on the 

garden and cleared the 

overgrown shrubs on the 

terrace – we have made 

three trips to the tip in the 

last 24 hours!  

 

 

2) Keep a diary or journal reflecting on how different life is at the moment, and how it 

is changing the way we do things.  In years to come this outbreak will become an 

area of serious historical study, and historians love journals as primary sources of 

evidence, and it may help people in the future to understand the impact this has 

had on our lives.   

 

3) Write a letter to someone, a physical letter, not an email, and send it.  Take time to 

plan what you are going to say, give them news that will make them smile, or write 

a letter to children, telling them of some of the changes that have happened in your 

lifetime, or stories of their parents when they were children.  It will be something for 

them to treasure. 

 

4) When you wash your hands, don’t sing Happy Birthday, find a hymn or religious song 

to sing so that it stays in your head all day and focusses your mind on the words. 

 

5) Think of some suggestions for inclusion in the next newsletter! 

 


