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Kindling Flames 
Kindling Flames of Endurance 

I don’t know about you, but one of the phrases I have used most 

frequently over the last week is “We are in the early stages of 

something completely unknown, we’ll have to see how it works out.”  

People are trying to make plans for later this year and all I can say is 

“I don’t know, we’ll have to see what happens,” or they’re asking 

questions about how we will cope with a particular aspect of this 

lockdown, and I can only say “Let’s wait and see”.  

I remember that dread phrase from my childhood 

– “Mum, what’s for tea?”  “Oh wait and see.” or 

“Dad, where are we going today” “Oh wait and 

see”.  I call it a dread phrase because it cancelled 

out the joy of anticipation, or frustrated me 

because I couldn’t plan and prepare for what was 

coming! 

But that is the situation in which we now find ourselves, waiting and 

seeing.  One of the frustrations we are experiencing may be with other 

people, that they do not seem to be conforming to the rules of social 

distance and lockdown.  Or it may be with what we are not able to do, 

the simple pleasures we used to enjoy such as the freedom to go out 

and visit friends, meet up in a café or be able to visit and hug relatives.  

We cannot plan and anticipate what we will do when restrictions are 

lifted because we don’t know when that will be, we can only endure 

the waiting time with as much patience as we can muster, and at 

times I am sure that such patience is already wearing thin. 
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So how can we kindle flames of endurance, of 

feeling that this is worth it, that what we are 

going through has a purpose?  The classic 

answer to that comes from Paul who, when 

writing to the Romans said “Let us run with 

perseverance the race that is before us … with 

our eyes fixed upon Jesus.”  As we approach 

Easter, we can fix our eyes on Jesus’ suffering on 

the cross.    Perhaps he wondered if the agony he 

suffered was worth it.  Would his suffering, his 

struggle really set people free?  It’s a natural 

human response when huge demands are put 

upon us, is it worth the effort?    And I’m sure that his response would 

be that if it saves one other person from suffering, it is worth it.  Maybe 

that will help us to endure this lockdown, that what we are enduring 

will save the life and suffering of others.  So, when your eyes are full 

of the walls that are keeping you in, lift them to the cross of Christ, 

and pray for endurance for yourself and compassion for those whose 

suffering you are saving.  With love and prayers for you all, 

 

PIP’S CORNER 

Pip is missing all her usual opportunities to socialise, 

so I’ve given her a corner of the newsletter to let 

people know what is going on in her world.  She is 

adapting well to having us around 

all the time, and thoroughly 

enjoying the better weather.  She 

has spent a large amount of time 

supervising Val’s work in the 

garden and barking instructions 

at her loudly.  Pippa doesn’t understand social 

distance and still runs up to everyone she 

meets when we are out on a walk with a waggy 

tail, hoping for a treat, no doubt!   
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Suggestions for Passing the Time 

How are the suggestions from last time going?  Val has 

continued her work in our garden.  I have been 

dragooned into helping her on a couple of occasions, 

and there is now much more space and light.  Beverley 

Madden from Mytholmroyd got in touch to say that we 

had inspired her and her husband to go out into the 

garden.  He has power-washed the patio whilst she 

has dug over the vegetable patch.  Someone else got 

in touch to point out that their unfinished projects had been 

abandoned by choice and that they were now being nattered at to 

finish them.  They called me a trouble-maker!!  If you’ve finally 

completed a hitherto unfinished project, why not send in a photo?  

1) If you are keeping a journal, perhaps you could reflect on whether 

there is there a noticeable difference in atmosphere or activity 

between this week and last week?   
 

2) Dawn from St Paul’s has reminded us that Spring is the time for 

having a clear out.  Perhaps now is the time to do that, and consider 

what you will do with the things you no longer need - eg donate them 

to a charity shop (remembering that they are not open at the 

moment), put them on Freecycle or sell them online for charity? 
 

3) Look at your bookshelves or on your ereader.  Are there any books 

that have been sitting there for some time, waiting for you to have 

time to read them?  Why not read it, and send in your thoughts or 

suggestions on books to read. 
 

4) Do you have a musical instrument that you have been promising 

yourself you will learn, or will improve your skill?  Why not try that, 

with due consideration for other members of the household. 
 

5) Do you have a particular skill or talent in something that could be 

shared with schoolchildren, by post or social media or video-calling?  

I’m sure that parents would welcome any ideas that you can offer! 

Don’t forget to send in your ideas and comments! 
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One reader sent the first issue, together with 

the liturgy for Evening Prayer, to a relative in 

South Wales.  She responded that the idea 

of putting a lit candle in the window every 

night reminded her of a song they used to 

sing as children: 

Candle in the Window 

When the winter day is dying and the wind is blowing wild 

Listen for a lonely crying, it may be a wand’ring child 

Light a candle in the window, let the night know that you care 

Light a candle in the window, it may guide the Christ child there 

When at times you fear to follow on the track that you must tread 

Friendly promises are hollow for the tests that lie ahead 

Light a candle in your window, when your final hope is gone 

Light a candle in the window and the child will lead you on 

When the world outside is waiting and you can’t give any more 

There’s no end to war and hating and you long to close the door 

Light a candle in the window, let it shine beyond your pain 

Light a candle in the window and the child will come again 

A short one from Liz Cheetham in Sowerby Bridge - As well as thinking 

WWJD... try WWNoahD? -  He only took two of everything into the ark. 

We need to remember this when out shopping! 

John and Ruth Saville have been in touch to say that they have been 

blessed by visitors – many birds including a blackbird singing outside 

their window and the Sowerby Bridge geese; and a gift from their 

daughter on Mothers’ Day of a complete afternoon tea with flowers. 

They have also started exchanging waves with 

the postman, and the other night had a visit 

from eight fireman, complete with tender and 

flashing lights.  Someone had reported that their 

hedge was on fire, but it was actually the flame 

from their candle reflected in their windows!     
 

Letters and 

Emails 


