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Kindling Flames 
Kindling Flames of Determination 

When the Girl Guide Association turned 75 in 1985 a 

song/chant was written which became very popular: 

Thunder, thunder, thunderation 

We are the Girl Guides Association 

When we work with determination 

We create a sensation. 

If I tell you that it can be sung many times over, with increasing volume 

ending with an enormous shout of SENSATION, you will understand 

why it appealed so much to the girls.  I don’t know that we ever gave 

that much thought to the words, we just enjoyed being allowed to 

shout loudly.   

However, the words came to mind recently because it seems to me 

that determination is what is going to get us through this time of 

isolation.  And I’m thinking of determination in two ways, firstly as the 

drive such as “I will complete the sky on this jigsaw” but also as a way 

of thinking.  We can determine that we will get through this period of 

isolation, but we can also determine how we will get through it.  If we 

can do it with cheerfulness, care for our neighbours, humility, hope 

and trust in God, in other words in a Christ-like way, then surely we 

can create a SENSATION amongst our communities.  And if we are 

determined to do that, we will have the drive to see it through. 

With love and prayers for you all, 
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PIP’S CORNER 

Pip sends her love.   She is disappointed that the 

weather has turned colder and that we have been busy 

with jobs indoors because that 

means that she can’t go out into the 

garden as much.  She has enjoyed 

her regular visits to the park, particularly playing 

amongst the wonderful display of daffodils.  

Sometimes she tries to hide in them, but I’ve never 

yet seen a liver and white daffodil, so she’s quite 

easy to spot. 

Pippa’s Challenge  - Choose a day, and wave to any 

  dog-walkers you see.  Count how many 

  wave back, and let us know your total. 
 

Roger Munday from Blackshaw Head has 

been sharing news of the church family 

there.  We are delighted that all the 

members of the congregation who were 

abroad have now managed to get home 

safely.  One of them remarked that it had 

been fun being away, but that the area in 

which they were allowed to go was getting smaller every day, so it was 

good to come home. 

Emily and Thomas from St 

Paul’s have been learning 

about the Last Supper 

and have done some art 

work based on it.  

 

Philip from Todmorden is trying to spend time sorting out and working 

on his family history.  He’s also reading a biography of Winston 

Churchill by Roy Jenkins which is 900 pages long.  I’ve asked him to 

let us know how he gets on. 

Letters and 

Emails 
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Were you outside on Thursday 26th at 8pm, clapping for the NHS? 

Linda Smith from Todmorden has written this moving account of it. 

At first it was just me; clapping at the door.  My husband was with me 

but I had to dig him in the ribs.  Then our neighbours came to the door, 

clapping.  Then the whole village joined in with whistles and cheers.  

The whole of the valley, united, roaring.   

Everyone standing in isolation and yet together, clapping, cheering, 

clattering wooden spoons against kitchen pots and pans, blaring car 

horns.   

The sound reverberated from the valley bottom, then echoing from the 

sides of the hills, getting louder and louder as the noise gathered pace 

together with the natural amplification of the valley’s shape.  

I looked to the heavens and the stars were also twinkling in unison, 

some yellow, some white, some red and blue.  In that moment it 

seemed like the whole of the world had joined together in this single 

act of kindness. 

Everyone in isolation and yet together.  Everyone united in their view. 

Everyone showing love for all our key workers out there. 

Eventually the noise subsides, but the stars carried on twinkling, 

carrying their secrets of the past. I remembered Matthew 25:40, 

which reminds us that what we do for others, we do for God himself.  

The moment of that single act of kindness, the thank you, was truly 

heartfelt and very moving.  The sort of thing that marks us all as God’s 

people. 

 

Marilyn Hawkins from Hebden Royd is being kept 

occupied by Phoebe, long awaited and much-loved 

puppy, who is also rather mischievous and reluctant to 

stand still for photographs!   When she’s not busy with 

Phoebe, Marilyn is preparing the garden for vegetable 

planting.  I’m sure Phoebe will be very helpful at digging, 

but probably not in the right place. 
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Suggestions for Passing the Time 

I’ve not heard from anyone about unfinished projects. Is no one 

working on any?  

1) Have you tried out any new recipes?  Marilyn from 

Hebden Royd has been experimenting, and Val 

backed a yeast-free treacle bread that she saw on 

Saturday kitchen.  It’s, um, interesting. 
 

2) If you don’t fancy trying new books, what about looking for old 

favourites and reading those?  It’s always good to dip into 

something familiar that transports you outside the four walls in 

which you live, especially when you can’t get out yourself.  Let us 

know your favourites, and why you like them. 
 

3) When making your list of passions last Sunday, was there a cause 

or an issue about which you are passionate?  Find out more about 

it and pray regularly about it.  Share the results with us so we can 

pray too. 
 

4) People are putting rainbows in their windows to show their love for 

and solidarity with their neighbours.  Perhaps you could create one, 

or simply see how many you can count from your doorstep or 

window. 
 

5) Try this word-puzzle, sent to me by a friend in Hull. 

Find the four six-letter words. The same three letters appear in each 

word, represented by XYZ. XYZ is a familiar three letter word. 

XYZ^^^ (wavelet) 

^XYZ^^ (type of stand) 

^^XYZ^ (written document) 

^^^XYZ (fit a new holding device on a golf club) 

Don’t forget to send in your ideas and comments! 

Deadline for each issue is Tuesday evening at 6pm. 

This is to allow time for those copies which have to be posted to 

arrive by the following Sunday. 


