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Kindling Flames 
Kindling Flames of New Life 

“I trace the rainbow through the rain 

and feel the promise is not vain.” 

These words have been much on my mind lately, because 

there are so many rainbows visible in windows at the 

moment, like this one created by a five year old from one 

of our Sunday Schools.  The hymnwriter is right, rainbows 

are a promise that the cloud cover is breaking and the 

storm is passing because they are created by sunlight refracted through 

raindrops.  

Easter is a rainbow of God’s unprecedented love, refracted through the 

life of Jesus Christ.  It is the promise of the new life and hope on which we 

build our faith.  It is a reminder that with God, the bad news is never the 

end. On the first Easter morning, the disciples felt that they were 

surrounded by storms that would never end, until God threw them a 

sunbeam of resurrection and created a rainbow of hope and faith.  This 

year, we may be worried about how we will celebrate Easter when we can’t 

gather as a church or sing our favourite Easter 

hymns.  But just as we are learning new ways to 

worship, so we need to find a new way to 

celebrate the resurrection that continues 

despite lockdown and despite the storms.  

Instead of concentrating on what we have lost, 

which can actually be done later, we need to trace the rainbows of hope 

that God is creating for us.  We see it in traditional places - the buds on 

the trees, the longer days, the warming of the earth, and in what is 

happening now, in the greater sense of community and kindness that is 

emerging, and the understanding of the impact we have on one another.  

So we can sing, not just on Easter Sunday, but every day “Christ the Lord 

is risen today, Hallelujah”.  
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Thank you to everyone 

who has been in touch to 

express appreciation of 

both Kindling Flames and 

the Worship at Home.  It 

is good to hear that we 

can still worship together 

whilst apart.  In answer to why I’m not offering live 

worship on the internet - I feel that there are so many churches already 

providing that opportunity that I would rather prepare something for 

everyone to use that includes those who can’t access the internet. If 

you would like to recommend a good website for worship, please do. 

One gentleman has been in touch to say that he has tried his hand at 

baking a cake.  He had a few problems with instructions such as 

"Cream together", "Beat in the eggs" and "Fold in the flour" but with 

expert advice from his wife he now has a marmalade cake to add to 

his repertoire.  We look forward to being able to sample it! 
 

One couple are looking after their grandson’s cat. He is making 

himself very much at home, curling up on their laps and even helping 

them to read their books! 

 

A visiting preacher who was due to be leading worship at Todmorden 

on Easter Sunday has been in touch with this message: “I’m sorry I 

can’t be present with you this Sunday, but we shall share with you in 

the Worship at Home that is being prepared. I take this opportunity to 

send you Easter Greetings. As we each celebrate Easter Day in our 

homes we are linked together by the message of New Life, Hope and 

Love.  

Christ is Risen - He is Risen Indeed!” 

God was seen walking around in Yorkshire the other day. 

A passer-by asked what he was doing. 

God replied “I’m working from home.” 

Letters and 

Emails 

(photo courtesy 

of Ernest from 

Todmorden) 
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One lady says that she is feeling very blessed because their 

granddaughter is looking after them very well by doing all the 

shopping, not only for them but for her own mother and aunt as well.  

Another lady also says that she feels blessed by her family and friends 

keeping in touch, so we say: 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS AND 

CHURCH MEMBERS WHO ARE LOOKING AFTER US  

AND KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH US. 

And one of our Sunday Schools have been making cards to 

send to members of the congregation.  I’m sure they’ll be 

much appreciated.  Thank you!! 

PIP’S CORNER She has been in a mischievous mood this week!  This 

is her with one of her favourite toys, a pig named 

Humphrey that ‘oinks’ when squeezed.  She only 

seems to play with it when we are trying to watch 

something on television or at prayer time.  She 

knows how to make her presence felt!  She’s also 

been out helping Val in the garden again, 

although whether Val would call it helping is 

another question.  When Val’s trying to tidy up 

sticks and puts them tidily in one corner of the 

garden, Pippa sneaks up behind her and takes 

them back to where they were.  It’s a game of 

Fetch! with the rôles reversed. Pip loves it. 
 

Pippa’s Challenge - She’s disappointed no one has been in touch 

 about last week’s challenge, so here’s an easier one.  Watch or 

 listen to one news bulletin and see how many times they use the 

 word “unprecedented”. 

Don’t forget to send in your ideas, comments and recommendations! 

Deadline for each issue is Tuesday evening at 6pm. 

This allows us to post copies so that they arrive in time for Sunday. 

Lenten lilies seen 

on one of our walks. 
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The answer to last week’s word-puzzle: XYZ = RIP  

The full set of answers are:  
  

RIPPLE (wavelet)    SCRIPT (written document) 

TRIPOD (type of stand)   REGRIP (fit a new holding device on a 

         golf club) 

Suggestions for Passing the Time 

1) We have received a suggestion about trying ebooks as the libraries 

are closed.  You don’t need to have an ereader to read them, they 

can be read on phones, tablets and computers.  Instead of buying 

ebooks from a large retailer such as Amazon, you can borrow them 

for free from your local library.  Just go to  www.calderdale.gov.uk 

and search for “ebooks and eaudio books”. 
 

2) How if your foray into old books going?  I’m re-reading one of my 

favourites Winter Holiday by Arthur Ransome. It seems apt as the 

main characters are all in quarantine! 
 

3) We’ve started to watch The Crown on DVD.  If you’ve got access to 

it, why not give it a try.  We’re fascinated by it. 
 

4) Have you heard of the “Bear Hunt”?  People are 

putting teddy bears in their window so that 

children out on their daily walk can have fun 

spotting them.  You could join in, either by 

putting a bear in the window (this fearsome trio 

can be found at near one of our churches.)  

or doing your own bear hunt as you walk the streets.   
 

5) Try this number logic puzzle: 

Use the clues to open the lock. 

682 – One digit is right and in its place. 

614 – One digit is right but in the wrong place. 

206 – Two digits are right but both are in the wrong 

  place. 

738 – All digits are wrong. 

380 – One digit is right but in the wrong place. 
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