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Kindling Flames 
Kindling Flames of Remembrance 

I found these wonderful forget-me-nots as I walked 

Pippa on Easter Sunday morning.  They are the sort of 

shy flower that often get overlooked because they are 

so tiny, and prefer to hide in the shadows of trees and 

shrubs instead of standing out proudly on their own.  

Whilst Pip wandered off to explore new smells, I 

stayed with them, enjoying their fragile beauty and the 

splash of colour that they brought to the hedgerow. 

Every time I see them, I am reminded of a story told 

by a visiting preacher when I was in the Brownies, so 

about 8 or 9 years old.  She talked about her time as 

a Sunday School teacher and how, one year, the 

Sunday School had made and decorated Easter 

crosses at home.  Many children had put their best 

and most showy flowers in the centre of the cross, 

but one child had put little forget-me-nots in the 

centre.  She was teased by the other children for 

using weeds on her cross however, when the time 

came for each child to show their cross and explain 

what they had done, she looked everyone calmly in 

the eye and said that she had used the forget-me-nots because she 

thought that was what Jesus was saying on the cross – “Forget me 

not”.  

I thought again about this story as I continued the walk, and how apt 

it is for this particular time because there is a lot for us to not forget.  

Apart from the constant reminders to stay at home and protect the 

NHS, we are also being urged to remember our neighbours, to check 

on them and do all we can to help those who need to be shielded and 
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who are self-isolating; and every Thursday, we go out to clap for the 

carers and essential workers, so that they know that they are not 

forgotten.   

My thoughts then meandered in the direction of 

Christ saying that his image is in each of us and I 

wondered who are the “Forget-me-Nots” in our 

current situation, in whom we should see the image 

of Christ saying “forget-me-not”.  I thought of 

people in Residential and Care Homes – ostensibly 

they are not alone, yet many are now confined to 

their rooms and are understandably apprehensive about the virus 

getting into the building.  Then there are those at whom who are caring 

for loved ones with dementia and although the carer is not technically 

alone, they have no one with whom to have a conversation, or with 

whom they can share the burden.  Or separated families where one 

parent has to take the responsibility for schooling the children and the 

other cannot be present with their children.  And, particularly this last 

week, I have been thinking about those who have been bereaved and 

the effect that the restrictions have had on their grieving process.    

So, when we see a forget-me-not, think of those who are 

in the hedge bottoms of life at the moment, struggling 

with extra burdens and isolation, and hear Christ in them 

saying “Forget-me-Not”, and offer a prayer so that they 

will know that they are not forgotten. 

 

 

Kindling Flames is now being produced fortnightly in an effort to save 

postage costs.  This means that it is now twice the size it has been to 

fit in all the content.  Included with this mailing are copies of a new 

initiative – Midweek Meditations.  As the name suggests, these are 

meditations which can be used in the middle of the week to continue 

our thinking on the theme of the previous Sunday.  They can also be 

viewed as films on the PipTil Publishing YouTube channel.  
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Congratulations to 

the person who has 

been in touch to let 

us know that she has 

now completed two 

of her unfinished 

projects.  She’s the 

first to let us know about this, 

so well done!  She has finished 

a pineapple doorstop for her 

daughter, and a Harry Potter themed quilt for her 

niece’s birthday.  They’re very impressive.  

We’ve had a report that the Easter Bunnies came 

to visit the senior members of one of our smaller 

chapels on Easter Sunday in the form of one of their university 

students and their friends.  They brought some lovely Easter nests.  

Someone has been knitting hearts for the NHS.  

They are made in pairs to be given to patients and 

their families during the corona virus.  The idea is to 

that a hospital patient is given one half of the pair, 

and the family are given the other.  This means that 

whilst people are unable to visit hospitals during the 

lockdown, patients and families can have something 

tangible to connect with one another.   

Children at a Christian primary school were  

lining up for lunch.   

On one table was a large pile of apples  

and a note from the teacher which said  

“Take only ONE – God is watching.” 

On another table was a large pile of chocolate chip cookies. 

A note in a child’s handwriting said 

“Take as many as you want.  God is watching the apples.” 

(With thanks to the contributor) 

Letters and 

Emails 
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS! 

We’ve had a suggestion about how to pass the time.  Do your children 

or grandchildren groan when you say that you are knitting them 

another jumper or hat and scarf?  There is a charity called Knit for 

Peace. https://knitforpeace.org.uk/ They accept all donations of 

hand knitting and crocheting and distribute them wherever they are 

needed in the world – women’s refuges, refugee camps etc.   There 

are some simple patterns on their website but they will accept 

anything.  However, at the moment they are swamped with small baby 

clothes and baby blankets so would prefer baby clothes from about 3 

months onwards and anything for older children or adults – hats, 

scarves, mittens, blankets or larger clothing items including jumpers 

and cardigans.  Perhaps you could challenge yourself and see how 

large your parcel could be once the lockdown ends, so break out the 

needles and let’s see what we can offer to others. 
 

One of our roving photographers has taken his 

camera has been out with his camera and took a 

photograph of the flowerbed next to one of our 

town chapels.  As he says, they bring a welcome 

splash of colour at this time.   

I’m sure there are other flowers in bloom now.  

Send in your photos of flowers you’ve seen. 

Continuing the floral theme, one lady has 

made a rainbow from her spring flowers and 

put it in the garden for people to see as they 

pass. It’s a lovely idea.  I hope people notice it. 

Someone else has been sorting through photographs 

from the 1980s onwards in order to put them in 

albums and label them.  I hope the photos evoke good 

memories and you find good homes for them all. 

https://knitforpeace.org.uk/
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A friend from North 

Yorkshire, has sent 

me this fantastic 

picture of the 

sunrise in his village 

on Easter morning. 

I’m sharing it for all 

those who missed 

going to the Son-rise 

service this year. 
 

As well as sending in the joke, one correspondent has also shared 

with us this poem, which may have a particular relevance at the 

moment as the pace of life has slowed down: 

Leisure 

WHAT is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare?— 

No time to stand beneath the boughs, 

And stare as long as sheep and cows: 

No time to see, when woods we pass, 

Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass: 

No time to see, in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars, like skies at night: 

No time to turn at Beauty's glance, 

And watch her feet, how they can dance: 

No time to wait till her mouth can 

Enrich that smile her eyes began? 

A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

W H Davies 

Don’t forget to send in your ideas, comments and recommendations! 

Deadline for the next issue is 6pm on Tuesday 5th May. 

This allows us to post copies so that they arrive in time for Sunday. 
  

© R Byas, 2020 
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PIPPA’S PAGE  

Pippa has been enjoying the good weather.  Here 

she is just emerging from a dip in the stream on a 

walk near Weavers Court.  Someone has made a 

hole in the wall to give dogs access to the water and 

has put the name ‘Doggie Spa’ over it.  She came 

out fairly quickly because the water was colder than 

she expected!   She has continued with her 

supervision of our work in the garden, either lying on the grass to keep 

an eye on us, or barking instructions from close range.  

Pip was delighted this week when a lamb called 

Fluffykins got in touch with her by email having read 

her previous column.  Pippa’s challenge to me is to find 

out the identity of Fluffykins’ ‘owner’.  The only clue at 

the moment is this picture on the right.  Fluffykins says 

it’s a picture of his mother.  It’s not much to go on, but 

I be following up my list of suspects of those readers 

daft enough to set up an email account for a lamb!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How many Methodists does it take to change a light bulb? 

Change? What do you mean, change? 

Pip’s Challenges  

One lady has been in touch to say that she did Pip’s first 

challenge of greeting people, and got quite a few responses, 

some of which were positive and some of which were not so 

much.  Her challenge in the last issue seems to have led to the 

timely withdrawal of the use of the word ‘unprecedented’ on all 

news channels! 
 

This week’s challenge: Share with us any interesting food 

combinations you are eating because you’ve got to the back of 

the cupboard, or the bottom of the freezer! 
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Suggestions and Recommendations 

❖ Have you been writing any prayers, or have had other 

thoughts you’d like to share with us?  You could try 

writing a psalm – there are 150 in the Bible to give 

you a start.  Some are laments that complain at 

God, some are praise, and some are a mixture of 

both. You could celebrate what is good about this time 

of lockdown and complain about what you’re missing.   
 

❖ One lady has been reading Pass It On by Geoffrey Gilbey. He started 

to write it in the trenches during the First World War, and writes 

about his experiences and his faith in an inspiring way.  Although it 

is now out of print, it can be found in second hand bookshops and 

online and is well worth a read. 
 

❖ Another lady has been trying out a new recipe for Sweet Potato and 

Leek soup.  She says it was very tasty.  

Have you been looking for inspiration in cook books or have you 

tried any new recipes?  Are there any you could recommend, or 

anything you’d like to suggest we avoid?   
 

❖ Have you seen any bears when you’ve been out on 

your daily exercise?  We’ve put Pippa’s Mr Meerkat in 

the window of the railway room so that children 

passing on the road below can see him. 
 

❖ Have you learned a new skill or polished up an old 

one?  I’ve been trying to work at my piano playing, but 

it’s not going well.  Suffice to say that the dog sits with her paws 

over her ears. 
 

❖ Val’s been enjoying watching the Great British Menu on 

BBC 2 at 8pm on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays.  

The theme this year is ‘Celebrating Children’s Literature’ 

and each chef is challenged to produce food that is local 

to them.  Which children’s book would you choose, and 

which local dishes would you choose to represent it?  
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The answer to last issue’s number-puzzle was 042. 

The clues told us:  
  

One of 682 is right and in the right place, 

One digit of 614 is right but in the wrong place (this means the 6 

 cannot be one of the digits as it is in the same place as 

 before) 

Two digits of 206 are right but in the wrong place (we know it 

 cannot be 6 because of the clue above, so it must be 20.  2 

 was in the first clue, and was in the right place so the correct 

 sequence must be _ _ 2.  This clue also tells us that neither 

 digit is in the right place, so the 0 must be the first digit.  So 

 now we have 0 _ 2). 

The final two clues help us to confirm the above and to eliminate 

 1 from clue 2.  Clue 2 says that there is a right number in the 

 wrong place.  We already know that our missing number  

 cannot be 6, and as 1 is in the middle and we are looking for 

 the middle number, it cannot be 1 either, so therefore it must 

 be 4, thus giving us the answer 042. 

BRAIN GYM 
 

In this new, expanded edition of Kindling Flames, there is now room 

for a whole page of brain exercises.  I knew you’d be pleased! 
 

1) I have six eggs.  I break two, I cook two, I eat two, how many do I 

have left? 
 

2) Unscramble the following anagrams to work out which is the odd 

one out. 

CRAB MET ME,  LOAM RAZZLE,  SMEAR PAN,  FLOG RANDY 
 

3) Insert the name of a type of fruit into the bottom line to complete 

nine three letter words reading downwards.  
 

A S P C R O F M C 

R I E A U D O A O 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

 

 


