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Kindling Flames 
Kindling Flames of Perspective  

I found this picture recently whilst I was 
sorting through the many photographs I 
have stored on the computer.  I took it 
towards the end of February when I was on 
my way from Heben Bridge to Old Town to 
take a school assembly.  As a photographer 

I was dazzled by the view, and I found the light and shadows irresistible.  
So I pulled the car over, took some photographs, and was rather pleased 
with this one.  I love the brightness of the green of the fields around 
Heptonstall, and the church tower that emerges above the skyline.  I was 
also very pleased that I had managed to capture Stoodley Pike in the 
same shot, as well as the distant moors of Lancashire. 

Instead of waxing lyrical about lifting my eyes to the hills and finding that 
my soul is restored, I want to look at this from another angle, that of 
changing perspectives and new horizons.  The photographs of flowers I 
have shared previously have all been taken from a very narrow 
perspective and extremely close up.  This photograph is from the 
opposite end of the spectrum – a very wide angle and for as far as the 
(camera) eye can see.  It needs a completely different approach and, on 
many cameras, a different lens so that the focus remains crisp whether 
it is on intricate detail or distant horizons.  For close up pictures, I will 
often get myself into unusual positions, including lying on the wet 
ground, so that I can find the best shot.  By contrast, for landscape 
pictures you need to be as tall as possible, so I stand on park benches, 
rubbish bins, and anything else I can find so that as much of the view as 
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possible is captured.  When I change my perspective or look to a 
different horizon, I have to adapt my technique. 

It’s the same with anything in life, when 
something different comes along, we have to 
learn new skills, or come at things from an 
unusual angle.  We’ve heard a lot of predictions 
on the news lately about when and how we will 
come out of lockdown.  When that time comes, 
it will feel strange, we will have to adapt to a new perspective, just as 
we did when lockdown started.  We will move from the close up focus 
on ourselves to the much wider horizon of the world at large.  And it will 
not be as we remembered it.  There will be things that have changed 
forever, to what the media are insisting on calling “the new normal”.  But 
the change does not need to be for the worse.  As we sift out the facts 
from the predictions, we can prepare positively for new horizons by 
reflecting on whether our recent experience has been beneficial to us – 
are there habits we have started that we would like to continue?  And 
things we have realised we can do without?  How about finding a way to 
communicate to those whom we have missed how much we care about 
them?  Let us come out of this experience ablaze with hope and 
enthusiasm and love. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

those with cancer, especially those who have just received a 
terminal diagnosis; 

those who have been bereaved; 

those attending, leading or directing funerals in very limited 
conditions, and those struggle at not being able to say a proper 
goodbye.   
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THE PARABLE OF THE LOST BIBLE 

A very devout farmer lost his pocket Bible while he was 
mending fences out in the fields.  

Three weeks later, a sheep walked up to him carrying the Bible in its 
mouth. The farmer couldn't believe his eyes.  
He took the precious book out of the sheep's mouth, raised his eyes 
heavenward and exclaimed, "It's a miracle!"  
"Not really," said the sheep. "Your name is written inside the cover." 

With thanks to ‘Fluffykins the lamb’ 

 

 

 

What kind of person was Boaz before he got married? 
Ruth-less 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to send in your ideas, comments and recommendations! 
Deadline for the next issue is 6pm on Tuesday 19th May. 

This allows us to post copies so that they arrive in time for Sunday. 
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PIPPA’S PAGE 
Pippa had an unexpectedly early walk last Sunday 
morning when we went up to Colden Clough.  She 
didn’t object and enjoyed truffling around in the 
undergrowth for new smells.  It was a little distracting 
when she kept insisting that we throw sticks and play 

with her whilst we were trying to pray, but that’s nothing unusual. I’m 
sure she mishears “Let us pray,” as “Let us play”.   She’s 
also taken to sitting in my study doorway whilst I’m 
working.  I’m not sure if she’s stopping people from 
coming in and disturbing me, or making sure that I keep 
working and don’t escape to have a cup of coffee.    

Pippa has had more emails from Fluffykins the lamb, 
including this picture on the right.  Apparently it’s of a 
friend of his called ‘Tripod’.  Pip is rather concerned that 
Tripod appears to only have three legs, however looking 
for a three-legged sheep may help us to track down 
Fluffykins. The first person we approached was horrified 
when addressed as “Fluffykins” and threatened to 

excommunicate us.  We have since discovered that Fluffykins is resident 
in the Sowerby Bridge area and feel that we are close to tracking him 
down.  Hopefully next time we shall be able to reveal Fluffykins’  identity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pip’s Challenges 

Pip is disappointed that no one has shared with us any interesting 

food combinations from her challenge last time.  She was even 

more disappointed on Sunday when we exchanged our usual roast 

chicken for chicken breasts in a Spanish Chicken Sauce we had 

found at the back of the cupboard.  It was too spicy for her taste, 

and she didn’t get the scraps of meat when Val stripped the carcass. 
 

This week’s challenge: Write to a friend and cheer them up, just as 

Fluffykins’ emails cheer up Pippa. 
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Suggestions and Recommendations 

❖ Have you seen any unusual wildlife, or noticed any 
flowers or birds?  These are some periwinkles I found 
whilst chasing Pippa through the undergrowth in our 
local park. 
 

❖ A number of people have reminded me that Christian Aid week is 
coming up.  It’s going to be rather different this year as we are not 
going to be able to go out collecting with envelopes or having a 
Christian Aid service.  There are a few ideas online for how to 
fundraise or take part, and included with the mailing this week is the 

Christian Aid Quiz on TV programmes.  
Perhaps you want to do it over the phone 
with a friend, or several friends.  Just 
remember to set aside £1 for everyone 
who joins in so that we can send off a 
donation later. 

 

❖ Someone from St Paul’s has been in touch to suggest that we could 
donate to charity from money we have saved by not being able to 
indulge in our usual activities.  Perhaps it could 
be your contribution to Christian Aid? For us it 
would have to be money saved because we’re 
not visiting any coffee shops – I find cakes just 
too tempting! This photograph does predate 
the lockdown. 

 

❖ Finish off more of your unfinished projects, and tell us about them! 
 

Kindling Flames is now being produced fortnightly to save on postage 
costs.  This means that it is now twice the size it has been to fit in all the 
content.  Included with this mailing are Worship at Home sheets for 10th 
and 17th May, with the corresponding Midweek Meditations for the 
following Wednesdays.   

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ashcroftchurch.org.uk%2Fchristian-aid-week-2020%2F&psig=AOvVaw26hZ-ZaVw5T-CFpNlRj4X9&ust=1588808417031000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjl9t_ynekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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ANSWERS FROM ISSUE 5 

1) There are four eggs left.  It doesn’t say that the eggs that were 

cooked and eaten were not the ones that had been broken! 

2)  The anagrams are: CAMEMBERT, MOZZARELLA, PARMESAN, 

DRAGONFLY.  Dragonfly is the odd one out because it is not a 

cheese. 

3) The missing word was CRANBERRY giving the answers: 

A S P C R O F M C 

R I E A U D O A O 

C R A N B E R R Y 
 

BRAIN GYM 
My family have started doing a virtual quiz on Friday evenings using 
quizzes devised by Richard Osman of Pointless fame. Each week the 
answers focus on one letter of the alphabet.  Last week’s letter was ‘D’ 
and here are a few sample questions: 
1) The following are all celebrities with the initials DD. 

a. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s twin brother 
b. Not Ant 
c. Former presenter of Question Time 
d. Consumer of Cow Pie in the Dandy 
e. Driver of the Mean Machine in the Wacky Races 

 

2) The following are days of the week in other languages, but which days 
are they and in which language? 
a) Dimanche;  b) Donnestag;  c) Dydd Llun; d) Domingo; e) Diardaoin. 
 

3) The following are all places (countries, cities, or towns) beginning with 
the letter D.  

a. Where James, Siegfried, Tristan, and Mrs Pumphrey live. 
b. Where Lego®, the statue of the little mermaid and the writer of 

the Ugly Duckling came from. 
c. The home of Pride Park Football ground  
d. The setting for Southfork Ranch. 
e. The home of a famous Belgian pottery. 

 


