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Midweek Meditation 

Easter 7 – Waiting, again 

During Holy Week and Easter, the disciples seem 

to spend a lot of time waiting.  In the Garden of 

Gethsemane, Jesus tells them to “wait here whilst 

I go and pray”, they wait to see what will happen 

at his trial, and after his crucifixion they have the 

agonizing wait, wondering what they should be 

doing, and how to make sense of Jesus’ ministry 

and death.  After Jesus’ resurrection they 

encounter him a number of times, and each time 

are told “wait until you see me again.”  Now they 

have been told to wait, again.  But the waiting this time is much more 

hopeful.  They have been promised an advocate, someone who will 

help them with the mission that Jesus has entrusted to them.  So now 

they are simply waiting for the right time.  And they wait in prayer and 

fellowship. 

John 17: 1-11  

This is the final part of Jesus’ farewell address to his disciples.  He has 

moved on from giving them instructions and is now praying for them.  

Through the prayer he reminds them of his mission, and of their duty 

to continue it.  The final words “I am no longer in the world, but they 

are still in the world,” is a clear indication that they are to do what 

Jesus can no longer do, be a physical reminder of God, calling people 

to faith and to experience the grace of God.  It is tempting to think that 

these words apply only to the disciples, but we are the heirs of their 

mission, so they apply also to us. We are still in the world, we are the 

ones who need to be the physical reminders of God, the ones who call 

others to faith, by the way we live, the way we pray together, and care 

for one another, and at the moment, by the way we wait. 

Lockdown society has given us plenty of opportunity to become 

accustomed to waiting.  We have even become used to queueing 

again, waiting for the right time to go in to stores.  For someone like 

me who enjoys observing others, it is never a problem having to stand 
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in a queue.  I enjoy comparing how 

people are coping with the wait.  There 

are those who are frustrated, believing 

they should be given the right to queue-

jump.  They cannot stand still, they 

consult their watches, and often they 

give up and walk away in disgust.  Then 

there are those who complain about the need to queue, loudly to 

anyone who might be listening, or those who are glued to the screen 

of their mobile phones, sometimes so engrossed in what they are 

doing that the people behind them are like frustrated drivers stuck 

behind someone who hasn’t noticed that the traffic lights have turned 

green! And there are others who take the time to chat to people.  They 

accept the need to queue, and use it as a time for the social contact 

that is missing from our everyday lives.  So, if we are the heirs of the 

disciples, how are we portraying Christ to others in the queue?  Are we 

impatient because we have more important things to do than notice 

others, or so busy complaining about the hardships that we can’t enjoy 

the experience, or so engrossed in our own interests that we don’t 

notice what else is happening, or making the most of the opportunity 

to encounter others, to share the Gospel in a kind word, and by 

offering prayer? 
 

For the Waiting Time 

Living God, 

in this time of endless waiting; 

help us to prepare for what is to come. 

Give us visions and dreams of what might be 

and the courage and wisdom to divine your will. 

As we wait with others, 

give us the patience to listen, 

the grace to let others go before us, 

and the capacity to laugh at our own frustrations;  

so that we can truly show that we are your disciples, 

continuing your mission on earth. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 


