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Worship at Home 
Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) 

- a Bible 

- a map or guidebook. 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!    

We come together to meet our Risen Lord,  

united in prayer and worship 

even though we cannot meet each other. 

May his love and peace be in our hearts 

as we sing his praise and glory: 

Say or sing the words of “Thine be the glory” StF313/HP212 or click 

on this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPjTfw4a2ZE  

 

 This Sunday’s Gospel reading looks at one of Jesus’ “I am …” 

sayings from John’s Gospel.  There are seven sayings in all, in which 

Jesus uses familiar images to describe himself and his ministry. 

How would you describe yourself using an “I am …” saying? 

 How would you describe your Church using a “We are …” saying?  

 Give thanks to God for your gifts, and that we have all been 

created with different gifts and different approaches to life.  

Read 1 Peter 2: 2-10 

In previous weeks we have been reading through the account of 

Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost.  Now we hear from one of his 

letters.  After describing how the newest converts need to be gently 

introduced to the Gospel, and gradually brought to a full 

understanding of what it means, he moves on to explain why it may 

take time for them to fully understand.  He uses the image of a stone, 

thrown away and rejected because the builders think that it is not fit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bPjTfw4a2ZE
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for purpose, yet it suddenly becomes the cornerstone that sets the 

line and the angles for another building.  If the cornerstones do not 

set the walls at a right angle, or are not capable of holding the weight 

of the walls, the building will collapse.  Only by staying true to the line 

of the cornerstone can the building remain solid and serve its 

purpose.  If we draw out the analogy a little further, it means that we, 

as living stones, have a responsibility to stay in line with the 

cornerstone so that the Church can fulfil its purpose.  This means 

aligning ourselves with people with whom we disagree, or who don’t 

see things our way, or whom we find it hard to understand.  This is a 

tough challenge.  We live in a society where it is very easy to blame 

other people for the wall not being straight and for the church’s failure, 

without noticing that our own feet have crept out of line with the 

cornerstone.  Being a community of Christ the Cornerstone means 

that we should put aside what we want in order to make sure that we 

keep in line with what God wants, even if that means talking to 

someone who upsets us or swallowing our pride because no one 

agrees with us.  What matters is staying in alignment with Christ so 

that the Church can fulfil her mission.  

 Is the image of Christ the Cornerstone helpful as a description of 

how the church community works?   

 How easy is it to stay in line with others, even when we disagree? 

 How can we use our experience of change during lockdown to 

enrich and drive forward the mission of the Church? 

Prayer of Confession 

Living God, 

forgive us for wanting others to change, 

and refusing to change ourselves; 

forgive us for criticising the faults of others, 

and ignoring our own failings; 

forgive us for concentrating on our own agenda, 

and not on how we can stay in line with you; 

forgive us for overlooking those who are struggling to stay in line, 

and hoping that someone else will take care of them. 
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Through your grace and mercy, 

help us to hear your words of forgiveness 

so that we can realign ourselves with you 

and remain true to your purpose; 

In Jesus’ name, we pray, AMEN 

Read John 14:1-14 

In contrast to the other Gospels, John’s Gospel gives us a very detailed 

account of Jesus’ farewell speech to his disciples at the Last Supper.  

In this passage Jesus wants the disciples to realise how much they 

have learned whilst following him.  He tells them that he is going home 

to the house of his Father, and reassures them that they will be able 

to follow him because they know the way.  When Thomas interrupts 

and asks “But how can we know the Way?” Jesus responds by 

describing himself as “the Way, the Truth and the Life” and reminding 

the disciples that if they have seen him they have seen the Father.  To 

put it more simply, by describing himself as “the Way” to the Father, 

Jesus is saying that he is an example of how to live and how to follow 

God’s purpose.  If we look at his life, we will see landmarks along the 

way that will show us how to get to the Father. 

 Open your map or guidebook.  How easy is it to understand? Have 

you been taught the symbols and how to read them, or do you have 

to guess?   

 Is it easy for you to find your way around in an unfamiliar place with 

or without a map or guidebook?  Do you look for landmarks and 

road names to help you find your way home? 

 What are the landmarks in Jesus’ life that lead us home to the 

Father?  How easy is it to remember them on our faith journey? 

Prayer 

Loving God, 

Open our eyes to the landmarks of your way, 

our ears to your guiding voice of truth 

and our hearts to the joy of eternal life, 

so that we may come, at the last,  

to be united with you in glory, AMEN. 
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Prayers for Others 

Living God, 

We remember, with thanks, all those who have helped us to see your 

signposts on our journey of faith; and we pray for those who are feeling 

lost and bewildered. 

We remember, with thanks, all those who have encouraged us to 

hear and speak your truth; and we pray for those who twist the truth 

to serve their own purpose, and hurt and betray others. 

We remember, with thanks, those who have helped us on the way of 

eternal life; and we pray for those in need, who feel that life is a 

struggle because they are anxious, exhausted, grieving or ill; 

May they all know the peace of Christ, and follow in his way. 

In his name, we pray, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We share the Grace 

For those who would like it, this is an organ postlude, played by Val’s cousin, 

Nicholas, who ends worship at home each week with a short piece of music.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-XH3eK_6yk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-XH3eK_6yk

