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Worship at Home 
Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) 

- a Bible 

- a symbol of hope 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!    

May the light of our risen Lord, 

shine in every place where we meet, 

and into our hearts and minds 

so that, through this time of worship, 

we can be refreshed and renewed 

for the challenges of the coming week, 

AMEN. 

Say or sing the words of “All you that seek the Lord who died,” 

StF294/HP188 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqx_vy9ne_M  

 Today’s readings focus on the love Christ has demonstrated for us 

through his death on the cross, and how this can give us strength 

and hope.  Spend some time thinking about what it feels like to 

know that you are loved.  

 The Gospel reading includes the promise of a helper, the Holy 

Spirit.  Spend some time thinking about those who have helped 

you to cope with this time of lockdown. 

 Give thanks for God’s love shown to us in Christ, experienced in 

the love we share with others, and demonstrated by the help we 

have received from our neighbours.  

Read 1 Peter 3: 13-22 

These words from Peter come after his advice about how to live 

together as a loving community.  He advises against returning wrong 

for wrong and insult for insult and says that we must focus our minds 
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on being good.  This is why the passage we have read begins with the 

question about being harmed for doing good, because it follows his 

guidelines for a Christian life.  He suggests that if we are challenged 

to justify our faith, we should do so, but calmly and with respect.  This 

can be really difficult because our faith means so much to us, and any 

suggestion that it is wrong feels like a personal attack.  However, Peter 

says that we need to justify the hope that is in us.  And he is right, how 

else are other people going to understand what keeps us going if we 

do not tell them?  Peter reminds his readers that we are baptised into 

Christ.  This means that when we suffer and struggle, he struggles 

alongside us.  He says that baptism isn’t about washing away what 

has already happened, but a total immersion into the hope and 

strength that we can find in Christ.  It’s not about making a fresh start, 

but about embracing the hope and love for us that already exists.  

 Look at the symbol of hope you have chosen. Why is it a sign of 

hope for you? 

 In what ways has your faith given you the strength and hope to cope 

with this period of lockdown? 

 How would you ‘justify the hope that is in you’ if you were asked 

about it by someone else? 

Prayer of Confession 

Living God, 

for the times we have lost sight of our hope, 

and stopped trusting you: forgive us; 

for the times we have turned away from sharing your love 

or sharing our faith: forgive us; 

for the times we have concentrated on our own goodness, 

rather than on the greatness of your love: forgive us. 

May we hear your words of grace: 

“Your sins are forgiven” 

to renew our hope and our strength, 

so that we may continue to serve in your Kingdom; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray, AMEN 
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Read John 14:15-21 

This passage from John’s Gospel continues his farewell speech to his 

disciples.  It immediately follows on from last week’s discussion about 

Jesus as “the Way, the Truth and the Life.”  Having reminded them 

that if they use him as an example, they will be able to follow him, 

Jesus moves on to reassure them that they will not be left entirely 

alone.  We know the story of Pentecost, so we understand what he is 

talking about, but to the disciples this must have been a difficult thing 

to understand.  Jesus is saying that he is leaving, but that he will be 

alive and still with them.  I suppose the closest we can get to this is 

when we say that someone or something “lives on in our memory”.  

But Jesus’ promise is much more than just a helpful memory, it is that 

someone will come alongside us, to comfort, encourage and 

strengthen us, and reassure us that however difficult we find the task, 

we are not alone and that we are enfolded in the everlasting arms of 

God.    

 What gives you the strength to get to the end of a difficult job?  Does 

it feel easier when there is someone encouraging you, even if they 

cannot actually help? Why? 

 How does your symbol of hope encourage, comfort and strengthen 

you, or would you like to change it for a different one? 

 How can we be a symbol of hope to others?  Is there someone we 

know who needs our encouragement and support? How are we 

going to offer it to them? 

Prayer 

Loving God, 

Help us always to remember  

that you do not abandon us, 

and that you encircle us with love and strength, 

so that we can obey the commands of Christ. 

May the presence of your Holy Spirit in our hearts 

make us ready to encourage and support others, 

for the sake of your Kingdom, we pray, AMEN. 
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Prayers for Others 

Living God, we are daily so overwhelmed with news, statistics and 

predictions, that it is easy to forget that every person who is struggling 

because of the coronavirus is known and loved by you, and that you 

are the one who holds the future. 

So we pray for those who are looking for a way forward, making 

decisions that will affect the lives of others; may they act with humility, 

grace and in the best interests of all people. 

We pray for those whose livelihoods are under threat, for those who 

have been bereaved, and for those whose lives have been changed 

forever; may they continue to know your love and strength. 

We pray for those known to us, who have asked for our prayers, or 

for whom we have promised to pray, lifting them into your everlasting 

arms:     

Silence 

We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We share the Grace 

For those who would like it, another organ postlude, from Val’s cousin, 

Nicholas: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ_F2OITqd8  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQ_F2OITqd8

