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Worship at Home 
Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) 

- a Bible 

- your Easter cross. 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!    

Living God, 

We come together  

as we continue to celebrate Easter 

and remember your new life breaking in. 

As we think of the disciples 

meeting behind locked doors, 

may we draw strength from knowing that, 

just as you came to reassure them 

so you will come to reassure us, 

in Jesus’ name, we pray, AMEN 

Say or sing the words of “The day of resurrection” StF311/HP211 or 

click on this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgIx_0jhW1Y  

 Look at your Easter cross and the promise of new life it brings in 

the flowers, or the verses or simply that it is an empty cross. 

 Give thanks to God for all the signs of new life you have seen this 

week. 

 Give thanks to God for being with us and encouraging us to look 

for signs of hope. 

Read John 20:19-25 

The disciples were gathered together in a room, behind locked doors 

because they were afraid of reprisals from the Jewish authorities.  It’s 

a situation with which we can empathise because we are under 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MgIx_0jhW1Y
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lockdown and having to remain indoors.  The difference is that we are 

told to stay at home, whereas the disciples were hiding because of 

their fear.  We may relate to that because we are afraid of the virus 

and what may happen to us or our families if we catch it.  We may be 

envious of the disciples, at least they could see their ‘enemies’!  But 

we can also be reassured, for if Jesus came into the middle of their 

fear and said “Peace be with you!” then he can also come into ours. 

 Close the door of the room you are in.  Which fears would you be 

glad to leave on the other side of the door? 

 Think of a time when you were left out.  How did you feel, and why? 

Does it help you to understand how Thomas may have felt? 

Prayer 

Living God, 

forgive us for giving in to doubt and fear 

and mistrusting our neighbours; 

forgive us for shutting ourselves away 

and forgetting that we are all one in you; 

forgive us for excluding others 

and denying them the comfort of your presence. 

When we feel locked in by fear, 

remind us that with you there is peace and trust. 

Renew and refresh our courage 

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

in Jesus’ name, we pray, AMEN 

Read John 20: 26-31 

The most telling part of this passage is not that Thomas stopped 

doubting, but that Jesus came back and included him.  This is entirely 

consistent with the Jesus of the Gospels who included the lepers and 

the children, tax collectors and fishermen.  Jesus does not like anyone 

to be left out, he wants us all to hear his Peace-full greeting and to be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  No wonder Thomas responded with “My Lord 

and my God!” 
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 Think of an experience that has strengthened your faith or 

reassured you that you are not forgotten.   

 As you hold onto that memory, hear Christ’s greeting “Peace be with 

you!” 

Read Acts 2: 14, 22-32 

This is part of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost.  He and the 

other disciples have been filled with the Holy Spirit and are so inspired 

that they rush out into the street to declare the Good News of Jesus.  

The Peter we meet in this passage is very different from the picture of 

the disciples huddled together behind locked doors.  He is confident, 

and instead of hiding his association with Jesus, he now shouts it to 

those of whom he was afraid.  He is certain that the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ is good news for everyone.  He reminds his listeners of their 

history by talking of King David and his prophecy about the Messiah 

that was fulfilled by Jesus.  He is so full of the Gospel that there is no 

stopping him. 

 Have you ever been so carried away by a topic or an issue that you 

simply cannot stop talking about it?  What was it that caught your 

imagination about it? 

 When was the last time you were that carried away with talking 

about the Church, or God? 

 What do we need to do as a church to nurture that energy and 

passion for the Gospel? 

Prayer 

Loving God, 

May we be so encouraged and enthused 

by your living presence amongst us, wherever we are, 

that we overflow with joy and love and hope 

into the lives of all we meet, AMEN. 
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Prayers of Concern 

Let us pray for the world that is in such confusion and difficulty 

that many do not know whom to trust or where to turn for help.   

We pray for all in government and those who advise them. 

Give them wisdom, humility and understanding. 

We give thanks for those who inspire us with confidence and hope.  

Let us pray for the Church,  

having to adjust to new ways of worshipping and caring. 

May we keep our eyes fixed on the Risen Christ, 

and our hearts open to the needs and joys of others. 

Let us pray for those in need – 

those who are anxious, frustrated, exhausted or ill; 

remembering also those who care for them. 

Let us pray for those who have been bereaved, 

and those who are walking in the shadow of the valley of death. 

May they know that Christ is with them 

and hear his words of peace, 

In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We share the Grace. 


