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Worship at Home 
Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one)  
- a Bible 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Christ, be the light  

to guide our thinking and speaking; 

Christ be the light 

to lead our footsteps; 

Christ be the light 

to unite us in prayer. 

Christ is our light and our Guide,  

may his love shine in our hearts now and always.  AMEN. 

Say or sing the words of “Jesus is Lord, Creation’s voice proclaims it” 

StF346/HP455 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkmod9AW99s 

 Today’s readings challenge us with a reminder that the Christian life 

is not about being in control, but about working with God wherever 

and however God wants to use us. 

 Today is also Aldersgate Sunday, the day on which we remember 

with thanksgiving the faith of John and Charles Wesley. We 

celebrate their willingness to follow wherever God led them, 

trusting that by doing so, they would bring in his Kingdom. 

 Think about people who have had an influence on your life who have 

taken a risk for their faith or for the good of others, and give thanks 

for their faith and trust, and willingness to hand over control to God.  

Read Acts 1: 6-14 

Jesus’ ascension marks the turning point between Jesus’ earthly 

ministry and the beginning of the ministry of the church.   It finishes 

with the disciples once again in a state of waiting.  It is almost the 

same as Holy Saturday for once again they have gathered in an 

upstairs room and are asking themselves “What now?”  But there is a 

difference – after Jesus’ crucifixion they were despondent and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkmod9AW99s
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anxious - now they have hope because Jesus has promised that God 

will send them a helper to complete his mission.  Their question has 

changed from what now, to when and how? 

The experience on 24th May 1738 which changed the course of John 

Wesley’s ministry was similar to that of the disciples.  He thought he 

had answered the call of God to become a minister, had even travelled 

to America as a missionary, but had to return after two years because 

things had not gone as he’d hoped.  During the period after his return 

to England, he struggled to find a parish in which to work and was 

constantly asking the question of himself and God, “What now? Where 

now?”  On the morning of 24th May he read the words “You are not far 

from the Kingdom of God” and that evening, at a meeting in 

Aldersgate Street, he felt as if his heart was “strangely warmed” and 

he felt “that God loved me, even me” as he said in his journal.  That 

tremendous experience of God’s love fired him with such enthusiasm 

for the gospel that he preached to anyone and everyone wherever he 

found them, to the end of his life.  He was now so convinced of his call 

and that God was guiding him, that it is said that he often let go of the 

reins of his horse and preached wherever his horse took him.  But 

before that enthusiasm, he had the period of waiting, like the 

disciples, the asking “What now?” “Where now?” just as we are 

beginning to ask ourselves as lockdown is gradually easing and we 

are adjusting to a different way of life. 

 When he ascended to heaven, Jesus handed over control of his 

mission to the disciples.  How easy do you find it to hand over things 

that matter to you? 

 Have you ever been entrusted with something important, as the 

disciples were?  How did you feel?  How did you cope with it? 

 And how easy is it to hand over control of your life to God?  Would 

you be as trusting as John Wesley and hand over control of the reins 

of the horse? 
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Prayer of Confession 

Living God, 

for the times we have asked questions 

and not waited for the answers, forgive us;  

for the times we have not asked questions 

and simply walked away, forgive us; 

for the times we have wanted our own way 

and not listened to you, forgive us; 

In this time of preparation, 

help us to listen again to you 

and to wait for your guiding Spirit, 

just as the disciples did before Pentecost, 

for your name’s sake we pray, AMEN  

Read 1 Peter 4: 12-14 and 5: 6-11  

Peter’s words in chapter 4 are not the most encouraging for Christians 

to hear.  Instead of promising that becoming a Christian will make life 

easy, he talks about the suffering it involves.  He even suggests that 

we should rejoice in the suffering because it means that we are 

sharing in the suffering of Christ and that it is a sign that the Spirit of 

God is resting upon us.  It’s a reminder that when we hand over control 

to God and say that we will follow Christ, we take 

the risk that we will also share in Christ’s 

suffering.  In the second part of the reading, we 

are warned to be on our guard against 

temptation.  Peter uses the image of a prowling 

lion, looking for prey to devour, to describe his 

experience of wrestling with his desire to please 

himself or take the easy way out.  But then he reassures us that we 

are not suffering alone, and that the suffering will end, and will serve 

God’s purpose. It’s a matter of faith and trust in God’s purpose. 

 Think about what we know of Peter from the Gospels – he is 

impetuous, often speaking without thinking, and a man of action 

rather than thought.  Do you think he draws on his own experiences 

when he talks of “the devil, prowling like a lion”? 
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 Is suffering easier to endure when we can see it as part of the 

purpose of God, as Peter suggests it is? 

 Does it help you to know that Peter had experienced the absence 

of Christ after his crucifixion and after his Ascension, and therefore 

knows that God will be true to his promise to be with us? 

Prayer 

Loving God, 

may this time of waiting not be a time of impatience 

but a time of preparation and anticipation 

as we look to a different future 

and make ourselves ready to receive your help 

to continue to spread the Good News of y our love in Christ 

so that the hearts of all people can be ‘strangely warmed’, 

for the sake of your Kingdom, we pray, AMEN. 

Prayers for Others 

We offer to God our prayers for those in need, remembering 

particularly: 

all who are in care homes, and their relatives who are unable to visit 

them; 

those who struggle with mental health issues, and those who care for 

them; 

those who have are in hospital, and those who have been bereaved; 

Silence 

We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Say or sing the words of “O Thou who camest from above” 

StF564/HP745 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMRSFGHCBpQ

 

We share the Grace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uMRSFGHCBpQ

