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Worship at Home for Pentecost 
Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one)  
- a Bible 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

God declares: 

After this, I shall pour out my spirit on all people, 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men will dream dreams, 

and your young men see visions. 

Living God, 

Open our eyes to your vision of a world healed and whole, 

our lives to the work of your Son, 

and our hearts and lives to the movement of your Spirit. 

May we always be ready to share your dreams 

and prophesy your Good News, 

For your names’ sake, AMEN 

Say or sing the words of “There’s a Spirit in the Air” StF564/HP326  

https://youtu.be/UnlRZypl4Gc 

1 There's a spirit in the air, 

telling Christians everywhere: 

‘Praise the love that Christ revealed, 

living, working in our world!' 

2 Lose your shyness, find your tongue, 

 tell the world what God has done: 

 God in Christ has come to stay. 

 Live tomorrow's life today! 

3 When believers break the bread, 

 when a hungry child is fed, 

 praise the love that Christ revealed, 

 living, working, in our world. 

4 Still the Spirit gives us light, 

 seeing wrong and setting right: 

 God in Christ has come to stay. 

 Live tomorrow's life today! 

5 When a stranger's not alone, 

 where the homeless find a home, 

 praise the love that Christ revealed 

 living, working, in our world. 

6 May the Spirit fill our praise, 

 guide our thoughts and change our 

  ways. 

 God in Christ has come to stay. 

 Live tomorrow's life today. 

7 There's a Spirit in the air, 

 calling people everywhere: 

 praise the love that Christ revealed 

 living, working, in our world. 

Brian Wren (b. 1936) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic 

Words Edition, number 398 
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 Today’s readings recall the power of God’s Spirit on the day of Pentecost, 

and the many gifts that the Spirit brings. 

 Reflect on the gifts of others through which you have received the love of 

God, and give thanks for them. 

Read Acts 2: 1-21 

At the beginning of this reading the disciples had again come together in one 

place.  It was a Jewish festival and they had gathered together to celebrate 

when they had an incredible experience of the power of God.  Suddenly they 

did not want to stay indoors but rushed outside to share the good news about 

Jesus Christ with others.  Some dismissed them as drunk, whilst others turned 

to listen.  Peter, who in this Gospels is portrayed as the one who doesn’t often 

say the right thing, stood up and spoke to the crowds.  He quoted scripture and 

reminded them of the prophesies by which the Israelite people had lived for 

several centuries, and demonstrated that they had been fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. 

Peter suddenly stops being the Simon Peter of the Gospels, who falters and 

gets it wrong.  He has discovered confidence because he knows that Christ is 

working through him.  He is able to stand up and speak because the Spirit has 

given him the strength and self-belief to talk about his faith without fumbling 

or getting it wrong.  Our experiences of the Spirit may not be so public, but they 

can be as life-changing, when we suddenly have the courage to face demons, 

or to try something new, because we know that we are not alone, or because 

we believe that we are worth it.  Like Peter, we can leave behind past mistakes 

and become the people God wants us to be. 

 Have you ever been so excited, so caught up in an experience that you just 

couldn’t stop talking about it?  Perhaps you have seen a film, or read a book 

that really captured your imagination.  What was it that made you want to 

share that experience with other people? 

 Have you ever had an experience like Peter’s, where you were afraid to 

speak and then suddenly, from somewhere, found the right words at the 

right time?  What did it feel like?  Give thanks to God for the words you were 

given. 

 When was the last time you stopped to listen to someone in the street?  

Perhaps you were waylaid by someone with a clipboard, or a collecting tin.  

God’s Spirit doesn’t just move in dramatic moments with tongues of fire and 

great rushing wind, sometimes it is the still, small voice of a homeless 

person, or a charity representative, or a harassed parent in a queue.  Ask 

God for more awareness of where the Holy Spirit is moving. 
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Prayer of Confession 

Living God, 

forgive us for not taking risks 

because we prefer places of safety; 

forgive us for ignoring your voice 

because we don’t know the speaker; 

forgive us for not standing with those who do speak out 

because we are afraid to leave the security of the crowd. 

By the power of your Holy Spirit,  

fill us with confidence in your grace, 

trust in your will, 

and hope in your future, 

for the sake of your Kingdom, we pray, AMEN 

Read 1 Corinthians 12: 3-13  

This passage is part of Paul’s teaching about the Spirit.  Here he is reminding 

the Corinthians that they should not value one person’s gifts or ministry more 

highly than another’s.  Whilst acknowledging that there are many different 

gifts, he is emphatic that in all of them the same God is active, and that the 

same Spirit is at work in all of us for some useful purpose.  It should pull us up 

short when we are tempted to rank ministries and gifts in order of importance, 

or to value one person’s offer of help more than another.  We need to be 

reminded of God’s vision, and God’s dreams – a world united, tolerant, 

understanding and compassionate.  It is not about being ranked in order of 

importance, or wealth or merit, but about all seeing ourselves as part of the 

work of the Kingdom.  

 How can we encourage a more equal view of the gifts we share?  

 Think about the way attitudes have changed during this period of lockdown.  

Do you think we are changing the way we value people, particularly those in 

the caring profession?   

 Paul reminds his readers that the same God is active in all ministries and 

gifts.  Can this help us to work more closely with other churches, knowing 

that “the same Spirit is at work in all of us for some useful purpose?” 

Prayer 

Loving God, 

may we be grateful for the gifts you have given us  

and appreciative of the gifts of others. 

May we respond to the prompting of your Spirit 

to see your purpose and vision instead of our own 
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to work more closely with other Christians 

and to speak out about the coming of your Kingdom 

for your name’s sake we pray, AMEN. 

Prayers for Others 

We offer to God our prayers for those in need, remembering particularly: 

all who are furloughed from work, and wondering when or if they will return; 

those who have continued to go out to work and are anxious that they may 

contract the virus; 

those who have been unable to visit or receive visits from family and are fed 

up of the unchanging scenery of home; 

those for whom this period of lockdown has made worse existing problems of 

loneliness, anxiety or abuse; 

those who have are in hospital,  

and those who have been bereaved; 

Silence 

We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer

Say or sing the words of “O breath of life come sweeping through us” 

StF391/HP455 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkmod9AW99s

1 O breath of life, come sweeping  

  through us, 

 revive your Church with life and 

  power; 

 O breath of life, come, cleanse, 

  renew us, 

 and fit your Church to meet this 

  hour. 

2 O wind of God, come, bend us, 

  break us, 

 till humbly we confess our need; 

 then in your tenderness remake us, 

 revive, restore; for this we plead. 

3 O breath of love, come, breathe  

   within us, 

 renewing thought and will and  

  heart; 

 come, love of Christ, afresh to win  

  us, 

 revive your Church in every part. 
 

Elizabeth Ann Head, (Bessie Porter Head)  

 (1850–1936) 

Reproduced from Singing the Faith Electronic 

Words Edition, number 391 

We share the Grace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tkmod9AW99s

