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Worship at Home 
Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) 

- a Bible 

- something you would find it hard to give up. 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia!    

Living God, 

We come together in prayer and worship 

each in our own home 

just as the first disciples did. 

Like them, may we rejoice to be your people 

and live our lives dedicated to you 

so that others will come to know your love, 

in Jesus’ name, we pray, AMEN 

Say or sing the words of “This joyful Eastertide” StF314/HP213 or 

click on this link https://youtu.be/yYlWi98d204  (organ only

Read Psalm 23 

 This psalm has been set to music several times.  Do you have a 

favourite setting? eg Crimond, “The King of Love” John Rutter? 

Why is it your favourite? 

 This is a psalm of trust – trust that the Lord will be a good 

shepherd and that wherever we are led, we will never need to be 

afraid.  How easy is it for us to be that trusting?  Does your 

preferred musical setting bring out that sense of trust?  

 Give thanks to God for guiding us, and leading us to refreshment, 

and being with us in times of danger. 

 

 

https://youtu.be/yYlWi98d204
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Read John 10:1-10 

It does not take much time to work out why this passage from John 

has been paired with Psalm 23 because they are both using the image 

of God as a shepherd.  The links are deepened because Jesus is also 

teaching about trust, the trust that is built up between the shepherd 

and the sheep.  He says that the sheep trust the shepherd because 

they know his voice, and they follow him.  Trust like that takes time to 

build up.  The sheep will not instinctively know a new shepherd’s voice, 

they have to become accustomed to it and learn from experience that 

this is the voice that will lead them to safety.  That is why Jesus 

contrasts the good shepherd with the thief who comes in the night.  

The thief comes in an unexpected way, and the sheep will not follow 

him because they do not know his voice, and because he has not 

come in by the usual way.  But this is not just about the sheep trusting 

the shepherd, it’s also about the shepherd trusting the sheep.  

Apparently, sheep do not need to be driven from the back but are led 

from the front.  As someone who has been involved in countless trips 

with schools and with Guides, I find this hard to understand.  My usual 

position was at the back as the ‘whipper in’.  In other words, it was my 

job to make sure that no one wandered off in the wrong direction, 

which happens more often than you’d think.  We can be very easily 

distracted by a pretty sight in a window or something unusual 

happening on the other side of the road.  That is why it inspires me 

with a sense of awe that Jesus does not need to constantly turn 

around to check on what we are doing whilst his back is turned, or 

that we have not wandered off because we’ve been distracted by 

something else.   

 Have you ever led a group on a trip?  How exhausting was it to be 

responsible for making sure that everyone was where they should 

be?  Was it easy to trust them to be at the right place on time? 

 How does it feel to know that God trusts us to follow where we are 

led without being constantly harangued by the back-marker? 
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Prayer 

Living God, 

forgive us when we are slow to trust you 

and quick to believe in rumour; 

forgive us for being distracted on our journey 

and preferring to look at instant pleasures; 

forgive us for not inspiring others to trust you 

and denying them the fullness of joy you promise. 

When we feel frustrated about where you are leading us, 

remind us that you are the Good Shepherd 

who leads us where we need to go. 

Renew and refresh our spirits 

by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

in Jesus’ name, we pray, AMEN 

Read Acts 2: 42-47 

We have finished reading through Peter’s sermon on the day of 

Pentecost and now turn to its effect on the people who heard it.  We 

are told that they met constantly with one another to hear the apostles 

preach, to share the common life and to break the bread.  More than 

that, they agreed to hold everything in common.  This means that 

there was no longer any concept of ‘mine’ and ‘yours’, everything is 

‘ours’.   It’s a little like the constant reminders on the television and 

on the t-shirts of supermarket staff that “We’re all in this together”.  

However, it’s not that easy to hold all things in common.  Think how 

much difficulty there can be about moving furniture or banners in 

church – “you can’t move that, Auntie Hester gave us that!” and these 

are goods we are supposed to hold in common!  Yet the first believers 

are so full of the Gospel that they cheerfully eat the same meals and 

share their possessions.   
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 How easy do you find it to share your possessions? How hard is it 

for you to trust others with the object you have brought to worship? 

 Is it easier to do it in a time of need, such as we are at the moment, 

or when we are told that “we’re all in this together”? Why? 

 How can we change our common life as a church to inspire others 

in the same way that the first believers did? 

Prayer 

Loving God, 

May we be so caught up in your love and grace 

that we are prepared to let go of what we have 

in order to enrich the lives of all whom we meet, AMEN. 

Prayers of Concern 

Let us pray for the world as we all struggle with loss and deprivation.   

Help us to realise that our priorities should be focussed on giving 

 rather than keeping. 

We pray for all in positions of power and for those who advise them. 

May they always act and speak for the common good. 

We pray for the Church, and for all church leaders, 

that we may be a place of comfort and strength in this time of need. 

We pray for those in need – those who are anxious, exhausted or ill; 

remembering also those who care for them. 

Let us pray for those who have been bereaved, 

and those who are walking in the shadow of the valley of death. 

May they know that Christ walks with them every step of the way. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

We share the Grace. 


