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Worship at Home for Easter Sunday 
(prepared and written by Ms Val Heward) 

Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) 

- a Bible 

- an outline of a cross drawn on a piece of paper which you may  

  want to decorate with flowers you have drawn, or cut from 

   magazines, or you could write a favourite Bible verse on it. 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Psalm 118: 24     

Eternal God, 

we come together in prayer and praise 

to celebrate this most holy of days.  

As we look at our Easter cross 

and remember last year, 

help us to remain strong in our faith 

that you are still with us, 

even though we cannot celebrate in the same way. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 

Today is Easter Day, a day when the sorrow of Good Friday turns into 

the joy and celebration of news of the risen Lord. 

Say or sing the words of “Thine be the glory” StF313/HP212 or click 

this link to join in  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXzmjNE-yLA 

Read John 20:1-18 

I wonder if you have any strong memories of previous Easter Days.  I 

can still remember sitting in church about 40 years ago and listening 

to a member of our church music group singing a wonderful song.  I 

have only ever heard the song once, but can still remember the simple 

chorus: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXzmjNE-yLA
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The Angel rolled the stone away,  

The Angel rolled the stone away 

It was early Easter Sunday morning 

The Angel rolled the stone away.    

I could probably find the song on you-tube and listen to it again, but 

that would spoil the memory of the way I felt when I listened to 

Annette’s pure soprano voice as she sat at the front of church with her 

guitar and introduced us to this song.  I suspect that the majority of 

the congregation were as moved as I was by the experience.   

Many of us began meeting in our Lent groups to use the resource 

Kathie prepared for Hebden Royd Churches Together, which was 

based on ‘Music with Spiritual Meaning’.  Music is a great gift and a 

wonderful way of evoking special memories.  

 Do you have any special Easter Day memories?  Perhaps, like me, 

they relate to music or song, or the first time you placed flowers on 

an Easter Cross – particularly if you had grown them yourself… 

 Quietly thank God for the joy of Easter – past, present and future. 

Jesus told Mary to go and tell the disciples that she had seen him.  

This is what we are challenged to do.  This is how the word spreads. It 

depends on us, as it depended on Mary.  This year we need to do this 

in a different way, so instead of being able to talk to people and spread 

the good news by word of mouth, put your cross in your window so 

that everyone who is out getting their daily exercise can see it and 

know that Christ is risen. 

 Is there anything you would like to add to your Easter Cross to help 

people see the joy of Easter? 

 Where can you display your Easter Cross so that the most people 

possible will see it? 

Prayer 

Risen Lord Jesus, 

we adore you and praise your name. 

Today you defeated death and rose again. 
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You died on the cross that we might be free. 

Thank you, risen Lord, that you did this for us, 

so that we might enjoy the freedom of eternal life. 

Risen Lord Jesus, 

we love you, we worship you, we adore you.  Amen. 

Read Acts 10:34-43 

For the 8 Sundays from Easter Day to Pentecost the Old Testament 

reading is replaced by one from Acts.  The Old Testament reading tells 

us of the history and birth of the Jewish nation and their need for a 

Messiah but during the Easter season, this is replaced by a reading 

from Acts, as this book describes the birth of Christianity after Jesus’ 

resurrection.  In this reading Peter is sharing the good news with the 

Gentiles because it had made such an incredible change in his life. 

He was one of the first witnesses to see the risen Christ and later he 

ate with him and talked with him and touched him.  This meant that 

he was an "eyewitness" to the greatest event in history which changed 

his life.  And now we are living through historic times which have 

brought great changes to our lives. 

 Think of the changes to your routine or your community.  What 

would you like to celebrate because it brings you joy? 

 What would you like to continue when the restrictions are lifted and 

how can you make sure that happens? 

Prayer 

Lord, we feel the joy of that first Easter morning  

and celebrate that we are joined in praise and worship 

by all Christians across the globe. 

So we pray for our world,  

going through such difficult times, 

and pray that we may all continue to hope 

in the promise of new life you offer us. 

And we thank you for all those helping our communities to survive. 
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Living God, on this Holy day when we are so full of joy 

we recognise that many people are empty, 

of hope, or joy or patience. 

We come before you now 

lifting them up into your loving arms. 

We pray for new life and hope for the sick, 

and for those who mourn the passing of a loved one. 

May they be comforted with the hope  

that Jesus’ resurrection gives us. 

Risen Jesus, come among us, we pray, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

If you wish, say or sing “Christ the Lord is risen today” StF 298 or HP 

193 or click on this link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSs4_vc0pq0  

We share the Grace. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WSs4_vc0pq0

