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Worship at Home for Holy Monday 

Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) and a Bible 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Eternal God, 

in this most Holy Week 

we remember your journey to the cross 

as you took on the pain of everyday living 

to fill it with love and light. 

May we see how, through your life on earth, 

you are with us in our daily struggles and joys, 

in Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 

Read Matthew 21: 12-13  

Sometimes we talk about righteous anger, in other words, anger that 

is justified.  This incident is often cited as an example of righteous 

anger because Jesus was furious that the dealers were not only 

despoiling the temple precincts, but worse, they were over-charging 

and excluding the poor and vulnerable. 

 What makes you angry, so angry you could scream and stamp? 

 When was the last time you got angry? With whom and why? 

Prayer 

Living God, 

the change to our lifestyles recently is frustrating and stressful - 

we have become short-tempered with one another, 

with inanimate objects and with ourselves. 

Forgive us our anger, our frustration at our lack of choice 

and help us to channel it into a loving strength 

to help one another through this confinement, 

for your name’s sake, we pray, AMEN 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Grace 
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Worship at Home for Holy Tuesday 

Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one), and a Bible 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Eternal God, 

in this most Holy Week 

we remember your journey to the cross 

as you took on the pain of everyday living 

to fill it with love and light. 

May we see how, through your compassion, 

you challenged injustice and prejudice, 

and find the strength to do the same 

in Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 

Read Matthew 21: 14-17  

This passage is not often read in Holy Week because after hearing 

about Jesus’ anger, we move on to Maundy Thursday.  This means 

that we don’t hear about Jesus’ compassion and welcome for those 

who needed healing, and his challenge to those who judged them. 

 When was the last time you were made welcome?  By whom? 

 Are you aware when you are being judgemental? Can you find a way 

to channel your thoughts more positively? 

Prayer 

Living God, 

as we spend time on social media or watching television, 

help us not to become judgemental of others 

without listening to the whole story. 

Teach us how we can be welcoming even without leaving our homes, 

and help us to learn new ways to continue to challenge injustice 

for your name’s sake, we pray, AMEN 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Grace 
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Worship at Home for Holy Wednesday 

Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) and a Bible 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Eternal God, 

in this most Holy Week 

we remember your journey to the cross 

as you took on the pain of everyday living 

to fill it with love and light. 

May we see how, through your struggles with 

 those who opposed you, 

you give us strength to stand up for what is right, 

in Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 

Read Matthew 22: 15-22  

This passage is the first of several attempts to catch out Jesus.  Each 

attempt fails, and fuels the anger of those who are opposed to him so 

that they look for ways to silence him forever. Instead of learning from 

Jesus about the way of God, they continue to listen to their own hearts.  

 How do we feel when our plans are thwarted? Do we find it easy to 

forgive those who disrupt them? 

 In this time of thwarted plans, can we discern where God is leading 

us and how we can usefully use our time?  

Prayer 

Living God, 

we have a lot of time on our hands  

we could brood on past wrongs or draw up impossible future plans, 

Help us to keep our minds focussed on you 

so that we continue to demonstrate our hope and faith in you; 

for your name’s sake, we pray, AMEN 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Grace 
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Worship at Home for Maundy Thursday 

Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a candle (if you wish to light one) and a Bible, 

- a piece of bread or a bread roll and a drink 

Gathering – the candle is lit 

Eternal God, 

in this most Holy Week 

we remember your journey to the cross 

as you took on the pain of everyday living 

to fill it with love and light. 

As we remember your Last Supper with your 

 disciples, 

may we too feel your forgiveness 

and know your strength  

in Jesus’ name we pray, AMEN 

Read Matthew 26: 17-25  

Imagine you are at the table, how would it feel to be under suspicion, 

or to be Judas and know that you had been found out? 

 In silence, ask forgiveness for the times you have betrayed others, 

and for the hurt you still harbour against those who have betrayed 

you.  

The meal for which Jesus and his friends have gathered is the 

Passover, the most sacred meal in the most sacred of Jewish festivals. 

At Passover, the Jews remember how God has acted in their history, 

and celebrate that God is still active. 

 Read this prayerfully: 

Let us call to mind the mighty works of God: 

If he had brought the Israelites out of Egypt and not divided the sea 

for them:  We would have thought it enough. 

If he had divided the sea for them and not fed them with manna in the 

wilderness:  We would have thought it enough. 
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If he had fed them with manna in the wilderness and not given them 

the law on Mount Sinai:  We would have thought it enough. 

If he had given his Law on Mount Sinai and not brought them into the 

Promised Land: We would have thought it enough. 

If he had brought them into the Promised Land and not sent the 

Messiah:  We would have thought it enough. 

If the Messiah that he sent had not been his only Son:  

We would have thought it enough. 

If his only Son, Jesus, had not suffered for us:  

We would have thought it enough. 

If he had suffered for us and not died for us: 

We would have thought it enough. 

If he had died for us and had not been raised to bring us new life: 

We would have thought it enough. 

Silence 

Read Matthew 26: 26-29 

 Break a piece from your bread and eat it, and take a drink from 

your cup, knowing that God is present with each of us as we 

celebrate together at home. 

Then say: 

O Lord, how great are the things you have done for us. Amen 

Matthew 26:30  

“After singing the Passover hymn, they went out to the Mount of 

  Olives.” 

Read or sing “My song is love unknown” StF 277 or HP 173. 

Either:  

 Read to the end of Matthew chapter 26 and then 

or 

 Extinguish the candle and leave the room in silence. 
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Worship at Home for Good Friday 

Preparation: 

Before starting worship you will need:  

- a Bible, a cross drawn on a piece of paper, a pen. 

This act of worship consists of portions of Matthew’s 

account of Jesus’ Crucifixion, interspersed with verses 

of “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” StF 

285, HP 181 (additional verses © Diana White 1998.) 

Gathering 

On this Good Friday we think about the sufferings of 

Jesus. To help us do this we have a Cross on which we will put the 

symbols from the last week of his life to remind us that Jesus 

experienced not only the pain of the cross, but also a whole range of 

emotions, and that by taking them to the cross and redeeming them, 

he is with us in our struggles.   

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

On Sunday we remembered how this week began, with Jesus coming 

to Jerusalem, the place of his death. As he entered the city, the crowds 

greeted him by shouting “Hosanna!” and waving the palm branches 

they were carrying for the Feast of the Dedication of the Temple.  

 Draw or write a palm leaf on the cross. 

 Sing or say: Were you there when they cheered him on his way? 

On Monday we read about Jesus driving out the money-changers from 

the temple, because they were making God's house a market place 

rather than a place of worship.  By placing a whip on the cross we 

remember that not only did Jesus clear the Temple with it in a moment 

of anger, it was also used to punish him before he was crucified. 

 Draw or write a whip on the cross. 

 Sing or say: Were you there when they lashed him with a whip? 
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Jesus was betrayed by Judas, his friend for 30 pieces of silver. Judas 

gave in to the temptation of easy money. We need to be reminded of 

this story to remember that money is not everything, and loyalty to our 

friends matters more. 

Read Matthew 26: 14-15    

 Draw or write silver coins on the cross. 

 Sing or say: Were you there when they bought him for a price? 

On Thursday we remembered the last meal Jesus had with his 

disciples, and shared in broken bread together, just as the disciples 

did in the upstairs room.  In our Holy Communion, we take bread and 

wine, as he did, and as we do we remember him and rejoice that he 

is with us now. 

Read Matthew 26: 26-29   

 Draw or write bread and wine on the cross. 

 Sing or say: Were you there when they shared the bread and wine? 

Only a few days after Palm Sunday, the same people who cheered 

Jesus into Jerusalem were calling for Jesus' execution. Instead of 

"Hosanna" they shouted "Crucify!”.  This reminds us how easily we can 

be persuaded to change our minds, and that ordinary people, like 

ourselves, called for Jesus' death. 

Read Matthew 27: 15-26 

 Draw or write “CRUCIFY!” on the cross. 

 Sing or say: Were you there when they shouted ‘crucify’? 

When the soldiers whipped Jesus they also mocked him by placing on 

his head a crown of thorns and putting on him a purple robe.  The 

crown of thorns makes us think of the real pain that Jesus must have 

felt, whilst the purple robe reminds us of the mockery of the crowd 

and soldiers. Both crown and robe are worn by earthly kings, but 

Jesus' Kingdom is God's Kingdom, not an earthly one. 

Read Matthew 27: 27-31 

 Draw or write a crown of thorns on the cross. 

 Sing or say: Were you there when they dressed him as a King? 
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Crucifixion was a criminal's death, and it was a Roman punishment for 

treason, betraying the state.  Jesus was nailed to the cross, and we 

think about the nails which were hammered into his hands and feet - 

the scars from which were there after the Resurrection. 

Read Matthew 27: 33-44 

 Draw or write a hammer and nails on the cross. 

 Sing or say: Were you there when they hammered home the nails? 

After Jesus had died, his body was removed and placed in a borrowed 

tomb where it would be properly laid out once the Sabbath was over.  

We add a bowl and towel to the cross, as a reminder of the preparation 

needed after death, and also of Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet. 

Read Matthew 27: 45-61 

 Draw or write a bowl and towel on the cross. 

 Look at your cross and read or sing or listen to When I survey the 

wondr’ous cross StF 287 or HP 180. 

Worship at Home for Holy Saturday 

The candle is lit 

During this Holy Week we have recalled Jesus’ journey to 

the cross.  Today, we find we are in the same place as the 

disciples after the crucifixion.  We are waiting, unsure of 

what will happen next with no certainty when we will be free. 

Eternal God, 

we struggle with the uncertainty of our current situation; 

we wrestle with not knowing when it will end. 

Forgive our impatience, our lack of trust and our need to know. 

As the disciples sat in silence, so do we now, 

thinking of others who are waiting – for a diagnosis, or treatment,  

 or the chance to say a proper farewell to a loved one, 

 or an end to the relentless, exhausting work as medical staff.  

Silence 

Living God, give us patience as we wait resurrection,  

for your name’s sake, AMEN 


